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| Four Lights 


Sec. 62, 2. & 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.”~ 
Pros. Pest Voyage by Magalies 


\ 


IF A THORN WOUNDS ME 


-It wastes no vital sap on thorns of spite. 


HOW.DO THE GOOD NEIGHBORS FARE? 


The United States is so largely self-sufficient that 
most ‘of us have no conception of the impact of the war 
on life below the Rio Grande. Last summer we went 


-} short’on gasoline, and now we cannot buy cars, but we 


have scarcely felt it otherwise. On the other hand, the 
loss of the European coffee market spelled ruin to a 
dozen American nations,— fortunately offset largely by 
the Pan American Coffee Agreement. Argentina and 


' Uruguay found no outlet for their meat, hides and wool, 


until Uncle Sam began to buy them to feed and clothe 


his army. Failing markets and revenues meant unem-— 
. ployment, soaring living costs, curtailment of social 
services. 


This appalling prospect of misery, unrest and in- 
stability galvanized our Government. into action and 


_ millions of dollars were thrown into the breach through 
. an, inter-American financial agency. 


The downward 
trend was stopped, and the second war year saw a tre- 
mendous readjustment of inter-American trade and a 
growth in industry. Many serious dislocations, however, 
were caused by the U. S. blacklist, by the oot 
scarcity of ships for freight and passenger services, an 

by ‘the application of priorities which threatened to close 
up thriving industries for lack of essential equipment; 


From ‘oem by Amado Nerve of Mexico, translated by Alice Stone Blackwell. 


in D The ship being mitigated 
ecember. i e is bei t 
by the allocation of me Axis-owned boats lying idle 
in various ports, and our government promises to care 
for Latin American civilian needs on the same basis 
as our own, 3 
The economic pressure has had one effect — 
that of hastening regional agreements. November, 
Argentina and Brazil took the first steps toward a cus- 
toms union designed “to suppress frontiers and bring 
nations closer together”. Mexico and the United States 
reached in December a “global” agreement on various 
pending questions, including land and oil expropriation 
adjustments. 
Latin American nations realize that their mili 
defense is tied up with that of the United States lar 
in proportion to their nearness to it. Hence the w 
of cooperation in Mexico, Central America and the Carib- 
bean, which cools noticeably as one goes South. How- 
ever, the southernmost countries have been among the 
~most vigorous in combating Nazi propaganda, as well 
they might be. ; 
—(Cont. on last page) 
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‘HOW MUCH-DO YOU KNOW ABOUT’ THE. 
OPHER AMERICAS? 
‘Does tne word “study” make you feel like running 


- away? (It does many people!) If so, you can now 


study inter-American relations BY running away! Yes, 
u can start immediately to plan for the following 
running” adventures in study, which are expecting to 
operate*in spite of the war: 
“1. Seminar in Mexico, the entire month of July,.under 
. Coumaiiien on Cultural Relations. with Latin America; 
Director, Hubert Herring, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
F otion of inter-American art, the “Escuela Uni- 
vaitiearia ‘de Balen Artes” in-Mexico, from June 15 September 
15: Associate Diréctor, Stirling Dickinson, 1500 Lake Shore 
Drive, Chicago. 


Costa Rica, June 13- August 20: Secretary, Miss 
Wickham, is South Windomere, Dallas, Texas. 

.. The University of Puerto Rico Summer School, June 10- 

uly 31: Director, J. J. Osuna, University of Puerto Rico, Rio 

niversity of Habana Summer Session, 

22: Director, Dr. Roberto Agramonte, University of. Habana, 

6. For young people, The. Experiment in International Liv- 


had great success living with families in Brazil, Peru, Colombia, 
Crewinale and Mexico: Director, Donald 
Vermont. 


There: willbe -further-information as time goes on. 
So write me “for* more ‘details. (434 5S. Hollywood, 


Detroit, Mich)... 


‘Now, perhaps, you don’t want to run away any 
further than somewhere in the United States. In that 
case we offer you-the Institute of Public Affairs at the 
University of -Virginia;Charlottesville, Va.: Director, 
Hardy C:‘ Dillard: “There will probably be other Insti- 


Or, if you stay Strictly at home and run away only 
in your imagination, there are several adventures pos- 


1. Learn Spanish or Portuguese or BOTH. 


t.2.,2,'.Réview the g hy of Latin America. Invite your 
friends to a Geography Tea, with maps and prizes. School 
teachers will cooperate. = 
wie fa Ask your library staff to check articles for you on Latin 
America in. current periodicals. When you have used the list, 
havé another tea, this timé an Inter-American Current Events 
Tea, perhaps in the library, and invite the teachers for the 
discussion of events. They'll appreciate a list of current articles 
‘for. their .own' classroom work. They'll also like the W.LL. 
-“Pjan ‘for ‘Western Hemisphere Relations”. 
_«,.4 You mow.have, with friends, teachers, librarians, the 
icleus .of a much larger group that can have a community pro- 
on’ ‘inter-American relations. So send for “Hands Across 
“thé: ‘Ameficas”’'(15c, National Literature Department). Select 
‘cné Tecommendation and use it as'a base for your project. You'll 
be amazed at’ the instant response from other groups. sre 


- ..: IRemember the. Red Queen in “Alice in Wonder- 
land”? -She had to keep running in order to.stay where 
‘She was. Perhaps if she had studied while she was run- 
ning, she would not merely have stayed where she was, 
-but moved forward ! 

.+ Chairman, Committee on the Americas, U. Section. 


3. “The Inter-American Summer University in San Jose, 


13 - August 


; ing, Inc., which hopes to repeat some of the groups that last year © 
B. Watt, Putney, 


sible. For these you won’t need to wait till next summer. — 


‘GOOD NEIGHBORS: 


THE OF 
AND: THE: WOMEN: oF > 


THE AMERICAS 


DRAWN BY 


Four members .of the international. “Committee on the Aitiéri 


Here is a message to-our members from each of them: 

My admiration and -cordial greeting to the women 
of the United States, who in their struggles, their work — 
and‘ their ideals are united like oné heart and one mind, 
constituting one. of ‘thé’ spiritual, moral and material 
forces’ of this great, beautiful, cultured and democratic 


coun 
ARENA. ad PRADO, of Bolivia 


Years of magnificent work by courageous and effi- 
cient women of America have received general recogni- 


tion, North American women have™ contribyted the 


largest part of this work for continental understanding. 
These women go to other countries, their activities scien-: , 


tifically timed and co-ordinated, diffusing ‘friendliness ~ 
_and passing tactfully over psychological difficulties, to 
form a new America, free from destructive passions and. 

blessed. with noble purposes. .. 


_. I have been predicting this understanding for more 


_ than fifteen years, and I am convinced that, studying 
_ serenely all our problems, we should be able to arrive at 
comprehension and forever eliminate suspicion, opening | 


thus the road of peace for a happier.American Continent. 
ANGELA ACUNA de CHACON, of Costa Rica. . 


RECOMMENDED BOOKS 


ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHIL 
AND, SEVENTEEN OTHER COUNTRIES, 
by Hubert Herring; Yale University Press, “A concise but 

“remarkably accurate picture”— by one who has long been a 


_ THE PAGEANT OF SOUTH AMERICAN HISTORY,” 


by Amne Merriman Peck; Longmans, Green. 
and readable introductory volume.” ; 


“A réliable 
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DRAWN BY CARMEN MADRIGAL NIETO OF COSTA RICA 


UNITY, 


TRIUMPH, 


ICA, AND THE CARIBBEAN. 


the Aitiericas” happen to”bé in the United States this winter. 
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OOKS ON THE AMERICAS 


LE, 
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Women of America! In past years our ideal of 
Peace and Freedom united us. The struggle to preserve 
these in our democratic Continent is gathering us today 
around only one flag and sign: “The Americas United” 
— all of America from the Arctic to the Antarctic Pole. 

This new Star of Bethlehem shall guide us to real 
understanding and true love. Let us march together 
singing the song of Unity and Cooperation which shall 
bring us to everlasting Peace and Freedom. . 

PAULINA GOMEZ-VEGA, of Colombia. 


The -hour has come for us to be united by the tie 
of sincere and friendly understanding. As mothers of 
humanity we have a duty to fulfill; we must preach and 
practice in our homes, schools, churches, clubs and com- 
munities, the creed of love, crushed today by the God of 
War who proclaims in the world the kingdom of hate 
and revenge and fertilizes its peaceful fields with the 


blood of our beloved brothers and sons. 


With our hearts united, let us pray to the God of 
Peace, to illuminate the minds of those who are saving , 
in America, the symbols of democracy. 

: — ESTHER N. de CALVO, of Panama. 


irginia Prewett; Dutton, up-to-date analysis of our 
baffling but fascinating neighbor. 
BROAD AND ALIEN IS THE WORLD, 

by Ciro Alegria; Farrar and Rinehart. A sociological novel 


of the. Peruvian Andes, winner of the Latin American Prize 


Novel Contest. 


YOUNG MAN OF CARACAS, 
*y T. R. Ybarra; I. Washburn, Inc. N. Y. A dashing auto- 
j phy by a Venezuelan-American. 


THE ARMLESS WINGED FIGURE 
REPRESENTS SPIRIT OF 
THE RISING S6UN, 
AND THE WOMEN, 
CANADA, UNITED STATES, CEN- 


TRAL AMERICA, SOUTH AMER- 


rr 


- 


/REHABILITATION OF PUERTO RICO 


_  Pperto Rico might be called “Cinderella Land”, for 
its physical-beauty has long been shadowed by the scars 
of extreme poverty. Exploited during tour centuries of 
Spanish domination, most of its people welcomed the 
acquisition of the Island by the United. States four 
decades ago, yet the fairy- ‘has not worked 
this time in the lightning fashion of the fairy tale. Brkt 
‘Briefly, the problems contributing to a depressed 
Puerto "Reo have been devastating hurricanes, rapidly 
increasing population to a rivaling the most over- 
populated areas of the world, loss of farm land to the 


absentee sugar barons, reduced sugar quotas, unemploy- 
ment, low wages and disease. _ . 


Several make the outlook more hopeful though — 
940, uis Munoz Marin on a tform “Bread, Land, 
Liberty”, domination of the 
sugar inter Land 
Authority to according to the 500 acre law, ’ 


With the recent application of the Federal Social Security 
program to the Island, several much 


impossible, 
Age i ' Aid to 
Children and Aid to the “Blind far 
to the Island. However, tax reforms supported by the Popular 
Democratic Party may make these services available. 


~ The problem of the children, many destitute, some 


legislature, and widely attended by interested groups, 
; and we hope soon to have specific 
tions for our action in support of ‘their program. 


Friendly contacts between WIL members and 
Puerto Ricans will surely help also. The young people 
from the American Friends Service Committee who built - 
a school in Cibao last summer made a spiritual contribu- 
tion far heyond the. slender material aid they were able 
to give. Let us reiterate the words of Muna Lee in 
“Caribbean Fantasy”, 

“I like an island where people meeting, 
_ +. Say “Good-Byef in cordial greeting.” 

Our con support of public and private efforts at 
rehabilitation there will encourage our hospitable sisters 
in the little land with the big problem, where Puerto 
Rican Americans ask nothing but equal opportunity with 


_ other Americans. May the sum total of efforts. to help 


Puerto Rico bring. “Cinderella Land” out of the ashes, 
if not instantaneously with the twinkling of a wand, at 


_least soon, and permanently. 


— ALICE M. WOODRUFF 
Chairman, Committee 


on Puerto Rico. 


TODAY’S’ PROGRAM FOR THE 


well, appointed Governor of Puerto Rico last summer, ix well 
ivy Though appropriations for-the Puerto Rican Reconstruction 
: Administration have been discontinued, that service hopes to 
| carry on, provided a revolving fund is established to allow con- 
tinued use. of funds from self-liquidating projects, such as loans 
begun operation, including WPA, NYA, Farm Security Admin- ; ee ee 
dren’s Bureau-Maternal and Child Health, Crippled Children’s Rey ay 
a: and Child Welfare. Insufficient resources to match Federal funds 
‘ tion and Defense of Children”-has made this problem its concern. 
In December, a Child Congress, authorized by the j 
.—l 
the _ long with land reform and increased Federal aid, economic See est 
improvement has resulted from higher wages, increased in 
ing. accordance with the Wages and Hours Law and further gains i. ie Saal 
may be expected from the t increase in Puerto Rico’s 
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. OURSELVES AND THE AMERICAS 


During this last month; letters have come into our national 
office often revealing the sense of despair and futility which has 
come to‘ many of our members since the outbreak of the war. 
Typical are remarks like these: “Nothing we have done was = 
ase.” “What use is there in our going on working now?” “ 


It is anything but a.Pollyanna attitude to insist that our 
efforts were not all in vain. It is always easier to go downhill 
ito go up, but the view is still from the top; and ours is a 


than 
steep, uphill climb. Terrible as the present situation is, it is not , 


true to believe that we have sustained only losses. No one who 
in. the peace movement in the early twenties can help “but be 
gratified by the real and steady progress which has been made 
in our relations with Latin ca. 
The Good Neighbor doctrine was not a sudden and original 


were in the forefront of that fight. 

The. Women’s International League was responsible for 
maton bill, drafted by Amy Woods, introduced into the Con- 
gress 1924 ‘to forbid the collection of private debts by private 
in Latin America by the use of the armed forces. The 
bill_never passed either house, bat hearings which were held 
before both foreign relations committees caused wide discussion, 
endless editorials, and finally put the State Department on the 
defensive... 

Withdrawal of troops from Haiti was chiefly the result of a 


mission to Haiti organized by the Women’s International League, . 


and. jointly. undertaken by the Fellowship of Reconciliaton and 
the Quakers. The report, under the title “Occupied Haiti”, edited 
by Emily Balch, was the spur which sent an official government 
committee to the shameful situation in that small neighbor- 
ing country.. 


(Continued from page 1.) 
HOW DO THE GOOD NEIGHBORS FARE? 


When these lines are read, there will have been held, 
in January, the Rio de Janeiro Pan American conference 
to consider problems arising from the war. These meet- 
ings have contributed notably to inter-American soli- 
darity, the steady growth of which we believe will event- 
ually — perhaps very soon.— bring to an end the one 
serious boundary dispute, that between Ecuador and 
Peru. 

“On the whole, our country’s stupendous inter- 
American program, economic and cultural, has done 

ood. But insofar as it was insincere and dictated by 
self-interest, or was hasty and ill-advised, it has caused 
distrust rather than confidence. A recent traveler to 
South America reports that the atmosphere immediately 
became more friendly when he disclaimed being on any 
“good-will mission”. The great task remains to be done: 
that of creating GENUINE and PERMANENT friend- 
ship, based on mutual understanding and helpfulness. 
... You ask, “What can I do?” Follow Mrs. Picon’s 
advice elsewhere in this issue to gain the basic under- 
standing; and then show your friendship toward those 
- whom you can touch: first, Latin American students and 
travelers in your city, and secondly, any who are in spe- 
cial need. Here is a concrete case: because of the serious 
boundary. dispute between Ecuador and Peru the people 
of Ecuador are caring for 30,000 homeless folk who fled 
last summer from a province now occupied by Peruvian 
troops; they need summer clothing for men, women and 
children, and all kinds of sewing materials and utensils. 
' Send your gifts to Dr. Rafael Vargas Lasso, Secretary, 
Ecuadorian-American Chamber of Commerce, 2 Broad- 


way, New York City. : 
HELOISE BRAINERD. 
Chairman, International Committee on the Americas. 


Again it was the Women’s International League which was 
the first group to initiate Congressional action for abolition of the 
Platt amendment, a treaty with Cuba which legalized United 
States intervention in that island. These, and many other such 


undertakings, set the tone and pointed the way to new govern-_ 


ment approach to our Latin American relations. 


_ It is now obvious to anyone that the doctrine of the Good 
Neighbor is the most enlightened part of United States foreign 
policy. But it is essential that we go forward to néw efforts not 
alone in our economic and political and cultural relations but in 
the psychological area as well. The question of attitudes is basic, 
Fred Leighton, an importer of South American goods, has made 
what seem to us important suggestions. He contends that the 
United States should approach the problem of Latin American 
relations from what he calls the different “points of contact.” 


These points of contact might fall under three headings: 
the government, the tourist, the business man. The government, 
he suggests, might fruitfully ‘break down the present’ consular 
areas, creating many more consular offices and attaching to each, 
a man or woman familiar with the historic and cultural back- 
ground of the area of service. A special function of such consular 
officers would be that of interpretation. Wives of consuls should 
be required to attend a school in Washington before going to a 
new port where the language, the history, the culture and the 
values of the Latin American country of residence would be 


taught. 
And finally, tourists should be handed with every visa a small - 


brochure indicating what the United States expects of Americans 
traveling in Latin America in the way of good manners and 
behavior. These may all seem small factors in view of the 


~ colossal problems which confront us today, but economic. and 


political development will be futile unless there is developmen: 
too, in the realm of attitudes. . 


— DOROTHY DETZER. 


NOMINATIONS FOR NATIONAL BOARD 


The ‘WIL Annual Meeting will be held this year, 
May 8-10, at which time officers, committee chairmen 
and one-half the Board are elected. Any ten or more 
members in good standing may sign a nomination. peti- 
tion (but no member may sign more than two) to place 
the person of their choice upon the ballot, provided the 


person selected has been a member in good standing for _ 
three months or longer, and has personally agreed to 


serve and make an effort to attend regularly, if elected. 
Board meetings are held October, January and’ May. 


Nomination forms may be secured from Mrs, Edith J. 


Steel, Chairman of Elections, 1734 F Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C., or from the.Organization Office, 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Filled forms: ad- 
dressed to Mrs. Steel must be returned to the Washing- 
ton office by March 5th when material must be sent to 
the printer. No names arriving later can be considered. 


Baflots for the election of Board: members are sent by 


mail to every member. ; 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, National Literature Department, 1924 Chest- 


nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. Ten issues a year. Subscription price - 
(50c — single copies 5c — 25 copies, one issue, $1.00, postpaid. 


> i 


4 
ic 
policy of.the New Deal. The dir 
in th istrati 
ee e Hoover administration. y been pomted 
vigorous and i and was clearly the result of 
persistent and untiring public pressure. The peace 
Vv e 
ment, and the Women’s International League 
= particular, 
> 
| 
f 
{ 
1 


